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Sammy KOs ,
*UNE TH s The Kathryn Rose Party Center in
Ashtabula was host to a plethora of
Redhawk contest worthy opponents on June 12.
The WKKY, 104.7 sponsored
ITE *UNE TH s competition included opening act
Cabanas Bike Hillbillies in Denial, a powerhouse
group, with more charisma than a bull
just let out of his pen. They deliver their
*ULY TH talents with charm, zest, and humor. The
$EBONNE A N Bhow was radiocasted live on WKKY.
3TOUT S IVENUE 'R/ L Mgy talented performers, young, old,
HOTL|NE 216'556'2212 panel of judges. In existence much

longer than American Idol, The Colgate

Lauren Mascitti wins first
place at the Colgate Countt
Showdown in Ashtabula.

Country Showdown is one of the largest contestants covered established song

national talent show contests in the
country. The first step originates locally
by radio stations sponsoring the show.
The winner progresses to the regional
and then national contest in Nashville
for $100, 000.00. The regional contest
will be held on September 12, 2009.

Each contestant had to perform two
songs back to back. With a nationally

and in between made no easy job for the fégimented scoring card, the judges

rated the contestants on areas ranging
from marketability to originality. Most
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but those that chose to use original m
were a great addition and tremendous
creative part of the showdown.

The judges panel included Steve
Montana, multiple award winning
songwriter and perfomer; Lake Count
Commissioner, Ray Sines, Jim Ales,
musician and man of many hats from
North Coast Voice Magazine, and oh
yes, myself, NCV writer, singer and
musician. We, the judges were united
our final pick of the winner and runnel

up.

The Winner, Lauren Mascitti of
Louisville, Ohio walked away with the
$250 first prize and the chance to mo
ahead for the national title. This dynat
17-year-old multi-talented singer/
songwriter, guitarist, pianist, and danc
from Ohio believes that God expects |
to use our talents for Him. Her
background includes multiple singing
theatre performances and Gospel anc
Christian music enterprises. Lauren s
at the Branson Theaters, the America
the White House Theater, and the

yt&ll:SOanadisson Hotel. Lauren lived in

Branson, Missouri for three months
while doing 2Southern Gospel Sunday
and 2A Christmas Celebration® with
Gary McSpadden at the Americana
Theater. She studied under Nashville
vocal genius, Brett Manning and the
talented Jana King Evans of Branson,
Missouri. Lauren is in the Top 8
Inspiration Network's Christian Artist
Talent Search, or C.A.T.S. contest. St
a performer in the Dean Martin Fest v
Dean's daughter, Deanna Martin. This
past summer Lauren was blessed to |
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ahead to the equally gifted runners up included
regional contest.  second place winner, Tania Zeppo from

The Willoughby and third place, Melanie
composition, May of Middlefield. | applaud all the
melody, lyrics contestants who came out to share their
and delivery of amazing voices, instrumental and

her original song songwriting talents. All 14 contestants
were spectacular.  gave us their own unique musical gifts
It's hard to in their own unique way and what a
describe what it blessing that is.

is that makes her

Back: Garth Cornell, Bruc
€ Allen and
Mascitti, Tania Zeppo, Melanie May rloss: Front: Lauren

shine,
out a new self-titled album, closer to her
specifically; it's

heart than the four prior ones, as she has deflnltely the
written some of her own songs on this
one. Wholg package.

The album is produced by well Despite herth
known songwriter and arranger, Adam zvc;ing :Sri’bleere
Kohout, of Richmond, VA and gospel old soul '
power house vocalist, Buddy Mullins, of confidence and
Nashville. The judges felt that Lauren presence about
had an incredible original song. She her, a bright light
walked away with the first place and '

of warmth and

more importantly the chance to move energy. Wonderfully talented and
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